Where Quirky Campers Thrive!

CampAkeela.com

Camp Akeela offers boys and girls a
welcome relief from the everyday
pressures of life at school.

“My favorite thing about Akeela is how everyone is so friendly to
everyone. But mostly, you can just be yourself there.” – Peter, age 10
“For the first time in my life I have
friends who are genuinely interested in
me, and not only socializing with me
to be kind.” – Barbara, age 15

“Before I came to camp, I thought that fun was all about what you are doing, but now I know
it doesn’t matter where you are or what you are doing, but what really matters is spending
time with your friends and people that you love. Thank you so much for giving me this
wonderful experience.” – Ryan, age 13

We believe...
Our mission is simple: to provide our campers with the most incredible,
life-changing summer experience on the planet:
Friendship Camp Akeela facilitates social growth and helps campers develop
meaningful, life-long friendships.
Community The Camp Akeela community accepts, values and celebrates each
camper and staff member. At Akeela, everyone contributes to our
joint endeavor of living and playing together and deeply feels that
they are a part of something bigger than themselves.
Growth

Camp Akeela fosters the personal growth of each camper by
supplying safe and supported opportunities for choice and challenge.

Pride

Akeela campers develop and experience competence and are
encouraged to take pride in their accomplishments.

Fun

Camp Akeela provides campers with lasting memories of summers
filled with spirit and FUN!

The Akeela Camper
Our campers are boys and girls completing grades 3 - 12 who are looking for a
fun-filled camp experience with some extra social support. They do best in a
structured environment where they know what to expect and what’s expected
of them. Most importantly, they thrive when immersed in a community of peers
and staff who really appreciate them for who they are and who share their
interests.
Akeela campers are bright and accomplished, creative and well-behaved.
Some have been diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome (or, more recently, high
functioning Autism Spectrum Disorder) or NLD. Others have no diagnosis but
are described as “quirky”. Akeela campers typically DO NOT present primarily
with behavioral impulsivity, hyperactivity or aggression. They all long for
stronger connections with their peers, and often struggle to initiate or maintain
meaningful friendships. Camp offers guidance in reading non-verbal cues,
practicing social pragmatics and navigating social nuances.

Social Skills
Our campers are so successful socially at Camp Akeela for two reasons:
You can be

Akeela campers tell us that camp is the place where they can

yourself

truly be themselves. Most are in mainstreamed academic settings,
where they have to work very hard to fit in socially. Camp Akeela
provides an opportunity to live in a community filled with people
who appreciate them for who they are. Enjoying a peer group and
a program designed specifically for them allows them to be more
open to feedback from staff and friends, which in turn leads to
profound growth and connection.

Individual

Living in a 24/7 camp community provides countless opportunities

Goals

for real-world challenges and successes. Staff members who truly
know and love our campers help them reflect on how their social
choices affect their peer relationships, and practice new strategies
for greater future competence and confidence. Coaching campers
naturally throughout camp life makes these social skills far more
transferable to life at home and at school. For this reason, we do
not offer social skills “groups” or a set curriculum. At Akeela, we
individually customize our approach to every child’s unique goals.

Our Staff
Camp Akeela is proud to boast a staff-to-camper ratio of better than 1:2. More
essential than the number of staff is the quality of personnel that we employ.
We undertake extraordinary lengths to find the best of the best, to ensure that
campers have the safest, most fun and most transformative experience possible.
A typical Akeela counselor is completing a degree or pursuing a career in a field
such as Education, Special Education, Psychology, Social Work, PT/OT, or Speech
Language Pathology. The level of passion and commitment that our staff bring to every
interaction makes it evident how much they enjoy and truly “get” our campers!
Counselors are led and supported by a Senior Staff of seasoned professionals.
These go-to people train and provide on-going feedback to our counselors and
activity specialists. They are actively involved in all aspects of camp life, providing
leadership and camp spirit to campers and staff alike.

“Your staff’s ability to reach these kids is palpable,
difficult to quantify, and truly moving!”
– Diane, mom of 13-year old camper

“I wanted to thank you for your unparalleled program, and for making my daughter
feel welcomed and at home. That sense of belonging is a feeling she has been
seeking her whole life.” – Sarah, mom of 12 year old camper

”We have been working on Brian’s social connectedness
since pre-school, and while we’ve had some breakthroughs along the way to celebrate,
this is by far the most important milestone he’s ever reached. We are so very grateful
to you and the whole Akeela community for facilitating this important step in Brian’s
development.” – David, dad of 16 year old camper

“Thank you for an amazing camp experience for John. He loved camp and
has matured immensely during his time there. Thank you for providing John with the social
experience he so craved and so needed. We could feel all the love he received from the
counselors and staff. It nurtured his skills and his soul.” – Patricia, mom of 10 year old camper

”When his siblings asked him what he liked best about camp, he said that it wasn’t
the activities, it was the people and the community. He had never experienced this
kind of camaraderie before, and I think it’s safe to say he’s now hooked for life!”
– Mary, mom of 14-year old camper

Application Process
The first step is to give us a call to start the conversation about whether Akeela
is the right fit for your child. We will get to know you and your child, and guide
you through our camper application process. Our goal is for all campers to feel at
home at Akeela, to truly thrive with us, and to have the best summers of their lives.
For more about this process, see our website at campakeela.com

Camp Akeela Wisconsin

About Camp
At Camp Akeela, campers enjoy all the transformative experiences of a traditional summer camp
in a state-of-the-art facility. Two-week sessions are ideal for campers who may not feel ready
for a longer stay away from home. At the same time, there is an opportunity to enroll or extend
camper sessions to four or even six weeks. This flexibility allows families to schedule their
summer in a way that best suits them!
Community and a sense of belonging are paramount to the Akeela experience. Campers live
in double or triple occupancy rooms on a dormitory hall, with same-age peers and dedicated
group counselors. Cabin groups spend most of each camp day together, providing a close-knit
family unit within the larger camp community.
Camp Akeela is located in Appleton, Wisconsin, on the campus of Lawrence University. While
enjoying all the benefits of a stunning college campus, Akeela is not an academic or college
prep program. It is a magical, life-changing summer camp. Campers regularly explore lakes, hiking
trails, and the great outdoors – it’s the perfect balance between comfort and adventure!

Activities include:
Arts/Media: Art, ceramics, computer
programming, cooking, dance, drama, music,
radio, rocketry

Aquatics: Recreational & instructional swim
Land Sports: Basketball, fencing, frisbee
golf, martial arts, soccer, softball, tennis

Trips & Outdoor Adventure: Nature
& science, gardening, weekly adventure trips
(including hiking and lakefront activities),
optional overnight camping experiences
Plus: Community service, LARP (live action
role playing) and special events!

Opportunities for Choice: Specialty Periods
While campers take comfort in the structure and predictability of the Camp Akeela program,
they also thrive when given a chance to pick their own activities. Two activities each day are
called “Specialty Periods.” Each week, campers select two program areas in which to specialize.
This allows them time to further develop proficiency and confidence in their favorite areas –
and to connect with others who share their interests.

For more information on Akeela Wisconsin’s program, and a look at a typical daily
schedule, please visit us at campakeela.com!

Camp Akeela Wisconsin
Our Camp Directors
Debbie and Eric Sasson are the Directors
of Camp Akeela. Debbie has a BA in Psychology
and a Masters in School Counseling from the
University of Rochester. She began her career as
a middle school counselor before returning to
school to earn a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology.
Eric is a life-long camper who has been a full time
camp professional since 1998. He earned a BA in
Math from Haverford College and a Masters in
Education from Harvard University. The Sassons
met at summer camp and shared a dream of
creating an empowering camp community for
“quirky” kids. That dream came true with the
start of Akeela Vermont in 2008 and continued
to grow with the opening of Akeela Wisconsin.

Dave and Katie Baker Akeela Wisconsin’s
On-Site Directors met at Camp Akeela in 2011.
Dave is an educator with a deep passion for all
things summer camp. He has a degree in Middle
Childhood Education. Before pursuing his
full-time camp career, he taught math and English
at a private school for students with learning
differences and social communication challenges.
Katie is a board certified behavior analyst (BCBA)
who works as a Lead Behavior Therapist with
children in the Philadelphia area. She has been
an integral part of the Akeela leadership team
for years and truly personifies our camp spirit
and the love we feel for the campers who join
our community.

CampAkeela.com
Phone: 866.680.4744
Fax:
866.462.2828
info@campakeela.com

Camp Akeela Vermont

About Camp
Camp Akeela was founded in 2008 and offers campers a traditional New England summer camp
in the heart of the Green Mountains. Sessions are three and a half weeks, allowing campers to
settle into camp routines, expand their horizons and forge meaningful connections. Campers
thrive when embraced by a community where they truly fit in.
Campers live in updated cabins with modern bathrooms and showers. Each cabin consists of 6
to 9 campers and 4 counselors. This small group size ensures that staff members build strong
relationships with each camper and that individual goals are met.
Camp Akeela is set on 400 wooded acres on a secluded lake, near the Vermont/New Hampshire
border. This location gives us countless options for our weekly day hikes and optional outdoor
adventure trips. Our beautiful lake is also an integral part of daily life at camp, in addition to
providing a picturesque background as each camp day comes to a close. To arrive at camp is
truly to enter a sacred place, far from the noise and distractions of the outside world.

Activities include:
Arts/Media: Art, ceramics, cooking, dance, Outdoor Adventure: Animal care,
drama, music, rocketry, woodshop

Aquatics: Canoeing, kayaking, paddle
boating, recreational swim, sailing, stand-up
paddle boarding, swim instruction

Land Sports: Archery, basketball, fencing,
frisbee golf, golf driving range, martial arts,
soccer, softball, tennis

gardening, low and high ropes courses,
climbing wall, nature & science, weekly day
hikes, optional camping, canoeing and bike
experiences

Plus: Community service, therapeutic
horseback riding (optional), special events,
trips, and weekly campfires!

Opportunities for Choice: Specialty Periods
While campers take comfort in the structure and predictability of the Camp Akeela program,
they also thrive when given a chance to pick their own activities. Two activities each day are
called “Specialty Periods.” Each week, campers select two program areas in which to specialize.
This allows them time to further develop proficiency and confidence in their favorite areas –
and to connect with others who share their interests.

For more information on Akeela Vermont’s program, and a look at a typical daily
schedule, please visit us at campakeela.com!

Camp Akeela Vermont
Our Camp Directors
Debbie and Eric Sasson are the Directors
of Camp Akeela. Debbie has a BA in Psychology
and a Masters in School Counseling from the
University of Rochester. She began her career as
a middle school counselor before returning to
school to earn a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology.
Eric is a life-long camper who has been a full time
camp professional since 1998. He earned a BA in
Math from Haverford College and a Masters in
Education from Harvard University. The Sassons
met at summer camp and shared a dream of
creating an empowering camp community for
“quirky” kids. That dream came true when they
opened Camp Akeela in 2008.

Kevin Trimble is Akeela’s Assistant Director.
He started at Akeela in 2009 and has since filled
virtually every role at camp, including cabin
counselor, specialist, Program Director and
Head Counselor. During the off-season, he is
responsible for staff hiring, camper recruitment,
program planning, staff training, communication
with camp families, and everything else that
goes into making Akeela run smoothly.
Kevin is originally from Palo Alto, California. He
attended college and graduate school at Wake
Forest University and now lives in Philadelphia.

CampAkeela.com
Phone: 866.680.4744
Fax:
866.462.2828
info@campakeela.com

Beyond Akeela

Beyond Akeela is a unique camp and travel
experience for teenagers who have completed
11th or 12th grade, or a post-graduate year. It’s a
fun and engaging summer camp that focuses on
life skills and social growth. Campers will expand
their horizons, hone their leadership skills and
forge lifelong friendships. Parents can rest assured
that their children are practicing the 21st Century
Skills that they need to thrive in college, in the
work force … and beyond!
Our home base is Lawrence University in
Appleton, WI, where Beyond Akeela campers live
together on a dormitory hall with one or two
roommates. This setting is ideal for creating a
magical camp experience in which campers also
practice living on a college campus.

For more information on Beyond Akeela, please visit us at beyondakeela.com

Goals & Outcomes
While Beyond Akeela teens are enjoying fun activities and outings, and
bonding with new friends, our staff is helping them achieve personal
goals. For most campers, these include some or all of the following:
Social Growth

Leadership and Character Building

Teens spend their summer with a true
peer group in a challenging, yet supportive
environment that is led by Beyond Akeela’s
energetic staff. Campers practice navigating
peer relationships through ongoing
facilitation of social interactions.

Personal growth and character development
are paramount to the Beyond Akeela
vision. Community service projects
and facilitated activities are designed
to challenge campers to step out of
their comfort zones while advancing
communication skills, collaboration,
problem-solving and resilience.

Self-Awareness and SelfConfidence
Beyond Akeela teens gain increasing
amounts of independence and responsibility
throughout the program. Each phase of the
experience – dorm life, outdoor adventure,
and the “Big Trip” - encourages campers to
learn more about who they are and all that
they are capable of.

Executive Functioning Skills
Beyond Akeela presents countless realworld opportunities to work on planning
and prioritizing, time management,
organization, flexibility, and task initiation.
They practice important life skills such
as budgeting, shopping, cooking, doing
laundry, living with a roommate, and
planning group activities.

College and Job Readiness
Beyond Akeela provides non-didactic,
organic opportunities for young adults
to practice their independence. It’s
a chance to live in a college setting
without any academic pressures, and
amongst caring adult role models who
provide honest and empathic advice
about post-secondary options.

Interested in learning more?
Give us a call at 866-680-4744!

“I loved having more freedom to do what I wanted. I wouldn’t change a
thing, it’s perfect just the way it is.” – Joshua, age 18

Program & Activities				
Beyond Akeela starts with time to enjoy camp at Lawrence University! Through a variety
of fun and engaging activities, campers start to forge lasting friendships while working
toward their individual goals.

Adventure: Low and high ropes
courses, day hikes
Healthy Living: Engaging activities
and discussions around nutrition, exercise,
and mindfulness

Camp Activities: Art, dance,
gardening, music, swimming, team sports,
tennis

Trips: Parks & beaches, bowling, college
visits, community service projects and
much more!

Adventure Trip				
Camping provides an amazing group bonding opportunity for our teens! Campers work
as a team to set up camp and prepare meals. Scenic hikes, rafting trips and other choice
outdoor activities fill the days. Of course, no adventure trip would be complete without
chances for s’mores and sharing stories around the campfire!

The Big Trip			
This is the culminating experience of Beyond Akeela! A week of travel to exciting big-city
destinations, cultural landmarks and beautiful natural wonders. From planning meals
to setting daily agendas, campers take pride in making this a voyage they will always
remember. The Big Trip provides new settings for campers to continue practicing a wide
range of independent living skills, all while enjoying a once-in-a-lifetime adventure with
their best friends from camp!

BeyondAkeela.com
Phone: 866.680.4744
Fax:
866.462.2828
info@campakeela.com

learn more at campakeela.com
- camp video - interviews with the directors - meet our campers - typical day slideshows - photo galleries - online application -

CampAkeela.com
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